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Bill Type and Number:    Resolution   2018-56
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: January 23, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS; F; JWW
Date of Analysis: January 26, 2018
Type of Action: Authorization for Grants Applications; Acknowledgement of Funding Requirements
Bill Summary: The resolution authorizes the Mayor to apply to the Florida Inland Navigation District (FIND) for 2018 grants to undertake specified waterways-related projects; it authorizes the Mayor and the Corporation Secretary to execute and deliver all grant agreements between the City and FIND, as well as all documents related to such grants; it acknowledges willingness to meet funding requirements; it provides City oversight by the Department of Parks, Recreation and Community Services.
Background Information: On an annual basis, the City of Jacksonville applies to the Florida Inland Navigation District (FIND) for grant funding for specific waterways-related projects through their Waterways Assistance Program.  These FIND grants are available to all communities in Duval County.  The Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department (PRCS) reaches out to the Cities of Atlantic Beach, Neptune Beach and Jacksonville Beach for their potential projects.  FIND grants fund both the design and construction phase of projects as well as acquisition projects.  The project development costs are shared 50% by FIND and 50% by the City, with the exception of acquisition projects which are 25% from FIND and matched by 75% from the City.  Internal Public Works fees for these projects are an ineligible expense for reimbursement through FIND.  
The PRCS Department develops a list of potential projects and presents this list to the Jacksonville Waterways Commission.  The Commission makes final recommendations to the City Council.  The City’s 2018 grant recommended applications included the following projects:  Tillie Fowler Kayak Launch construction (Council District 14), Palm’s Fish Camp Floating Docks Construction (CD 2), Jacksonville Zoo Dock Design (CD7), Liberty Street Basin Design (CD7), Sisters Creek Kayak & Fishing Access Design (CD2), Alimacani Park Improvements Design (CD2), Bert Maxwell Dredge Design (CD8), Goodby’s Creek Dredge Design (CD5), Castaway Island Dredge Design (CD13), Riverview Park Boat Ramp Design (CD8), Ribault River Preserve Fishing Structure Design (CD8) Exchange Club Island Park Development Design (CD1) and Chowder Ted’s Property Acquisition (CD2).  An alternative grant application project includes Reed Island Dock & Development Design (CD2) in case the acquisition property is no longer available.
Policy Impact: Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department/Florida Inland Navigation District
Fiscal Impact: The thirteen (13) grant applications total $3,600,000.00 ($1,400,000.00 reimbursable from FIND and $1,960,000.00 from the City’s match including internal engineering fees).
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